
 

 

 

 

A challenge for students and entrepreneurs 

#ActInSpace 2 is an event organized by the European Space Agency (ESA), the French Space 

Agency (CNES) and the ESA Business Incubation Center Sud-France.   

#ActInSpace 2 will bring together young entrepreneurs, students, business leaders, developers, artists 

and jobseekers to take part to a 24 hour-long hackathon organized over a weekend. Gathered in 

teams made of up to 5 contestants, candidates will have to answer challenges chosen by the 

organizers. The topic of each challenge will be the use of space technologies in the everyday life.  

The winning teams will then compete in a national and a European final. The projects realized during 

the event will be support by ESA BICs to create new start-ups. We expect 600 candidates for 10 to 15 

European cities. 

#ActInSpace 2 Timeline  
 

June 17, 2015 (4 pm-6 pm)  Kick-off meeting #ActInSpace 2 at the Paris Air Show 2015  

March, 2016 Registration  

May 20-21, 2016 (3 pm)  Step 1: 24 hour-long hackathon, each team will have to be under the 
supervision of an expert mentor 

May 21, 2016 (4 pm) Presentation of the projects to the regional jury 

May 21, 2016 (5 pm)  Regional award ceremony  

TBD by participating 
States/Regions  

Step 2 (optional): 24-hour hackathon at the national level, 
presentation of the projects to a national jury followed by the national 
award ceremony 

June-July 2016 Step 3: French national final, followed by the European final and award 
ceremony at the Toulouse Space Show 2016  

 

Main goals 

 To promote entrepreneurial spirit and innovative idea among young Europeans ;  

 To spread the idea that space can be a strong catalyzer for innovation, with important 

perspectives in terms of business development and job creation beyond the space industry ;  

 To contribute to technology transfers and spin-offs from space technologies and space-

acquired data ;  

 To identify future candidates who might join a European Space Agency Business Incubation 

Center in the future.  

The final work each team accomplished will be presented with software drafts, presentations and CAD 

models, similar to what most hackathons require.  

The winning team should also have the potential to apply for incubation at one of the ESA Business 

Incubation Center in the future. 
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